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Whiston, Halley, and the Quartedff Review. 225 

claims of the astronomer royal were confirmed by long-con- 
tinued usage. 

*** I have much regretted the line which has been taken 
by the Reviewers. The public mind will be made up on the 
differences between Newton and Flamsteed, and after a time 
this history will be left to the few who are curious about such 
subjects ; but while new, there was something exciting in it, 
and it has been put prominently forward, while the British 
Catalogue, as republished by Mr. Baity, has been noticed 
with merely transient praise. Now this is certainly not the 
least valuable part of a very valuable volume. It  is a work 
of useful and lasting reference for the astronomer, which pos- 
sibly no one would have undertaken excepting the person to 
whom we are indebted for it, and which no one could have 
executed who had not, with the advantages of modern science, 
been, like him, for years familiar with the Historia Ccelestis. 

X L I I I .  On Whiston, Halley, and the Quarterly Reviewer of  
the "Account of  Flamsteed." B 9 A CORItvSPO~IDEI~T. 

To the Editors of  the Philosophical Magazine and JournaL 

GENTLEIVIEN, Manchester, Feb. 20. 

T HE Note on Mr. Whewell in the late Quarterly Review 
is sufficiently revolting on account of its coarseness, and 

the insulting imputation on that gentleman of having pre- 
sumed upon his official station in the University, and treated 
the subject of Newton and Flamsteed as if he were palming his 
opinions upon undergraduates. Now I leave it to the readers 
of Mr.Whewell 's  letter to judge if ever imputation could be 
more unfounded, and if his letter be not altogether fi'ee from all 
appearance of assumption of the authority either of his office 
or (what is much more) of his high scientific reputation. 

But what is still more reprehensible is the barefaced disin- 
genuousness which the writer displays. W h a t  can be a more 
palpable misrepresentation than that contained in the follow- 
ing passage relating to Whiston:  " If, therefore, he was the 
worthless, shallow person that Mr.Whewell would have us to 
believe . . . .  "? Now what Mr.W'hewell really says of Whiston 
is, that his judgement is worthless. W h a t  is this, but an attempt 
to deceive the reader ? 

Another instance of this utter want of principle is displayed 
in tile writer's reviling Halley for the very same conduct 

Third Series. Vol, 8. No. 46. March 1836. 2 B 

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

by
 [

U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 o

f 
C

al
if

or
ni

a,
 S

an
 D

ie
go

] 
at

 1
4:

35
 2

9 
Ju

ne
 2

01
6 



226 Whiston, Halley~ and the Quarterl2] Review. 

which he had in the preceding page eulogized in Whiston,  
namely, that he would not dissemble his religious opinions. 
" The  secret history," says he, " o f  the enmity against Whis-  
ton, is his conscientious departure from the doctrine of the 
Church of England, and his adoption of the principles of  
Arianism." Whi le  of  Halley he says, " Mr. Whewell  cannot 
be ignorant that Halley was a self-convicted ind~del, and that 
he lost an honourable and lucrative situation by being so ; - -and  
therefore, it seems more than probable that Flamsteed was 
disgusted with him." 

I t  must be evident to everybody that the opprobrious term 
"self-convicted" must have been meant to impute to Halley 
a consciousness of guilt, of moral deTravilyV: and his devia- 
tion from orthodoxy, whatever it was, and ingenuous acknow- 
ledgement of it~ are, to suit the purposes of detraction, stig- 
matized as a disgraceful crime, while Whiston's,  in order to 
make him an auxiliary, is justified and even praised as " a  con- 
scientious departure." Let  us try the question by making the 
terms change sides. W h y  did he not call Halley's " a  con- 
scientious departure," and Whiston " a  self-convicted Ar ian"  ? 
--evidently to serve the cause of falsehood by insinuating a 
prejudice. As for the term infidel, we know how vaguely and 
inconsiderately, and malignantly, it has often been used ; 
and that Newton himself was even called an atheist by some 
of  his contemporaries t .  The  character and extent of the de- 
viation of these distinguished men from any standard of opi- 
nion is wholly anoflmr consideration: but  the moral quality 
of the fact of their entertaining and avowing their convictions 
is the same. Wi th  regard to Halley, Whiston's account bears 
direct testimony to his sincerity and disinterestedness. 

I will only add, that the Note is, with regard to honesty, of 
the same stamp with the article which it vainly attempts to 
detbnd ; and remain, Gentlemen, yours, &c. C . S .  

* Sirrah, 'tis conscience makes you squeak. 
So saying, on the fox he flies. 
The self-convicted felon dies.--Gay's Fables, ii. 1. 

Even in our own time a venerable and pious divine and distinguished 
naturalist has not escaped similar malignity from one who aspired to be a 
competitor; see Phil. Mag. and Annals, N.S. vol. x. p. 373: and in the 
Monfing Chronicle, a journal pretending to great liberality, those philoso- 
phers, who from their ascribing to the Creator the power of enduing mat- 
ter with life and thought, are denominated materialists, have also lately 
been stigmatized as atheists. 
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